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Arise 1 Awake I And stop not till the Goal is reached. 

TEACHINGS OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA* 



SWAMI RAMAKRISHNANANDA 

srf<PT:gTfcr CmVrTsmT srtcT i i ? 1 1 
*pffcnFf i 

^'iTT%3IIct cT«rr §«? TSTRct IRII 

1 & 2. Just as a room full of darkness for thousands of years becomes 
flooded with light the moment a lamp is lighted therein, in the same way the 
impurities accumulated in the mind in the course of thousands of births as a 
result of karma, at once vanish due to even a bit of God’s grace. 

tnfrEWT: ttf iftfaRiTROT: I 

STIR rrahtR ? IRII 

fsrerpr fsrfevTR mJtR I 

Trr^tsif 7 *tt snfa st^Tr^r srfa iivn 

wa \ <j*f i 

•TTRRRRT^STR IRTTF# fRRSffa IIXII 

o 

1 1^1 1 

3. [ Question : ] Why do the Sattvika devotees with a God-intoxicated 
mind, renounce wealth, property, fame, honour, wife, children and home? 

4 to 6. [Answer : ] Just as a firefly rushes towards a burning flame for- 
getting all its enjoyments and giving up even the attachment to its own life ; 
or just as a housefly maddened by joy dives into a pot of honey, not caring a 
bit for its own life ; similarly, the God-intoxicated men, forgetting all worldly 
enjoyments and renouncing them for good, strive for God-realization. 





* See Vidyodaya (a Sanskrit monthly), Bhatpara : The Oriental Nobility Institute, 
September-October (Bhadra), 1896, pp. 193-99. The Sanskrit rendering is by Swami 
Ramakrishnananda, a direct disciple of Sri Ramakrishna. The English translation is ours. 



THE BY-WAYS AND WAYS TO GOD— I 



(EDITORIAL) 



Although powerful materialistic thought- 
currents, bent upon rubbing out religion 
from the face of the earth, prevailed 
from time immemorial, men had never been 
wanting who believed in God, and took 
pride in belonging to some religion. In the 
last century, both science and the com- 
munistic philosophies made such an attempt; 
but in spite of their being constantly at war 
with religion, religious men — both rational 
and superstitious — are seen all over the 
world, even in the communistic countries. 
Religion has taken so much possession of 
the human heart that even the Government 
of the most scientifically and technologically 
advanced United States, does not hesitate 
to mention on their currency notes ‘In God 
we trust’. The reason why religion has so 
much hold on mankind, has been pin- 
pointed by Swami Vivekananda in his 
lecture on the ‘Necessity of Religion’. He 
says : ‘Every human being, whosoever and 
wheresoever he may be, has an ideal of 
infinite power. Every human being has an 
ideal of infinite pleasure. Most of the works 
that we find around us, the activities dis- 
played everywhere, are due to the struggle 
for this infinite power or this infinite pleas- 
ure. But a few quickly discover that 
although they are struggling for infinite 
power, it is not through the senses that it 
can be reached. They find out very soon 
that infinite pleasure is not to be got 
through the senses, or, jn other words, the 
senses are too limited, and the body is too 
limited, to express the Infinite. To manifest 
the Infinite through the finite js impossible, 
and sooner or later, man learns to give up 
the attempt to express the Infinite through 
the finite. This giving up, this renunciation 
of the attempt, is the background of ethics 



[and so of religion too]. 1 . . . Religion is 
the greatest motive power for realizing that 
infinite energy which is the birthright and 
nature of every man.’ 2 Man’s craving for 
the Infinite goads him to go beyond nature ; 
and ‘man is man,’ says Swamiji, ‘so long as 
he is struggling to rise above nature, and 
this nature is both internal and external.’ 3 
This is what makes man religious, or in 
other words, a theist — believer in God. 

Even though man is just a speck in the 
vast solar system, his desires are infinite. In 
the heart of his heart he always desires un- 
ending happiness, eternal peace, everlasting 
life (immortality), absolute freedom, sov- 
ereign power and cessation of misery ; and 
he discovers sooner or later that religion 
is the only means for attaining that 
‘cherished goal’. Man’s craving for all these 
is a natural outcome of his potentially 
Divine nature. The Divinity within him 
being of the nature of Absolute Existence 
(sat). Consciousness (c/0* and Bliss 

(unanda ) ; Eternal (nitya) and Free (< mukta ), 
it is but natural, though wrong, for him to 
aspire for everything infinite in this finite 
world. His aspiration can only be fulfilled 
if he takes recourse to religion, because 
according to Swamiji, ‘Religion is the mani- 
festation of the Divinity already in man,’ 
and so the only means to achieve the 
‘cherished goal’. In support of this truth 
the Upanisads declare : ‘By knowing Him 
[ God ] alone a man can transcend death ; 



t* The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, 
Mayavati : Advaita Ashrama, (hereafter Complete 
Works), II, 1971, p. 62. 

2- Ibid., p. 67. 

Ibid., pp. 64-65. 

4. Ibid., IV, 1972, p. 358. 




